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Abstract - This study goes into the intricate web of social class dynamics depicted in the 

Indonesian novel "Laskar Pelangi" by Andrea Hirata. Set against the backdrop of Belitung, 

the narrative unfolds the lives of a group of students as they navigate the challenges of 

education and dreams. The primary aim of this research is to dissect the nuanced portrayal 

of social classes within the novel, examining how they shape characters' identities, 

opportunities, and interactions. To achieve a comprehensive understanding, a qualitative 

approach is employed, involving close textual analysis of key passages and character 

interactions. The analysis focuses on identifying and categorizing the various social 

classes represented in the novel, exploring the factors that contribute to their formation, 

and elucidating the implications of these class distinctions on character development and 

societal structures. Themes such as education, economic disparities, and cultural 

influences are scrutinized to unravel the intricate threads that weave the social tapestry of 

"Laskar Pelangi." This study concludes by synthesizing the findings, offering a nuanced 

understanding of how social class dynamics are intricately interwoven into the narrative 

fabric of "Laskar Pelangi." The novel serves as a microcosm reflecting broader societal 

structures in Indonesia, shedding light on the complexities and challenges faced by 

individuals from different social strata. This exploration contributes to the broader 

discourse on literature and social class, emphasizing the relevance of such analyses in 

understanding the cultural and societal nuances depicted in literary works. 
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1. Introduction 

An Indonesian novel "Laskar Pelangi" by Andrea Hirata (2005) stands as a seminal work in 

Indonesian literature, captivating readers with its poignant narrative set against the vibrant landscape 

of Belitung. The novel intricately weaves the aspirations, challenges, and triumphs of a group of 

students, offering a rich tapestry that mirrors the societal complexities of Indonesia. Within this 

literary masterpiece lies a subtle exploration of social class dynamics, an aspect that beckons further 

examination. 

 "Laskar Pelangi" has transcended the realm of fiction to become a cultural touchstone in 

Indonesian literature. Against the backdrop of Belitung's breathtaking landscapes, the novel unfolds 

a narrative that intertwines the dreams and struggles of a group of students. Beyond its literary 

merits, the novel serves as a mirror reflecting the multifaceted nature of Indonesian society, a 

kaleidoscope of aspirations, challenges, and societal nuances. 
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 Indonesia, with its diverse cultural mosaic and complex historical trajectory, provides a 

rich tapestry for authors to weave narratives that resonate with readers on a profound level. "Laskar 

Pelangi" is no exception. It emerges not merely as a story of personal triumph but as a window into 

the intricate societal dynamics of a nation in flux. As the novel weaves the dreams of its characters, 

it also subtly traces the contours of social class, hinting at the pervasive influence of socioeconomic 

factors on the characters' lives. 

 The urgency of this study lies in the realization that "Laskar Pelangi" serves not just as a 

literary gem but as a cultural artifact reflecting the evolving societal dynamics of Indonesia. As the 

nation grapples with the challenges of modernity, globalization, and the echoes of its historical 

narrative, a profound understanding of the social class representations within the novel becomes 

imperative. The research problems thus focus on untangling the layers of social strata within the 

narrative, discerning their formation, and illuminating the subtle yet impactful implications of these 

class distinctions on character dynamics and societal structures. 

 While "Laskar Pelangi" has garnered considerable scholarly attention, existing studies 

predominantly focus on thematic elements, character development, and cultural nuances. However, 

a comprehensive exploration of social class dynamics within the novel remains conspicuously 

absent in the academic discourse. This study seeks to bridge this gap by delving into the layers of 

social strata depicted in the novel, building upon and extending the insights provided by previous 

researchers. 

 While scholars have illuminated various facets of "Laskar Pelangi," the exploration of 

social class dynamics within the novel remains an underexplored terrain. Existing studies, 

commendable in their depth, primarily focus on thematic elements, character development, and 

cultural nuances. However, the urgency of understanding how social classes are depicted and 

function within the narrative has yet to receive the scholarly attention it deserves. This study aims 

to rectify this oversight by plunging into the uncharted waters of social class within "Laskar 

Pelangi." 

 The first paper (Kadir, 2013); Wahyudin & Harjanto (2023) examine the expression of the 

author's social group worldview in Andrea Hirata's novel Laskar Pelangi. The paper uses a genetic 

structuralism theory approach and finds that the novel emphasizes the importance of social harmony 

and mutual respect among different ethnic groups. 

 The second paper,  (Yuliantoro, 2018) uses the film Laskar Pelangi as a case study to 

explore how pragmatism is practiced in education in Indonesia. The paper finds that the main 

characters in the film experience dilemma situations that lead them to choose a way of life based on 

internal logic and actual experience. The paper also criticizes pragmatism for its potential to lead to 

individualistic thinking. 

 The third paper (Hidayat, 2018) examines the construction of educational discourse in the 

novel Laskar Pelangi. The paper argues that the novel's focus on education has contributed to its 

popularity and has helped to mobilize communities around the issue of education. 

 The fourth paper by Sofia (2017) examines the impact of tourism on the identity and social-

religious interactions of the Belitung people on Belitung Island. The paper finds that the island has 

experienced economic acceleration since the release of the Laskar Pelangi film, but that this has also 

led to changes in the Belitung's identity and social-religious interactions. 

 Overall, these four papers provide a variety of perspectives on the novel Laskar Pelangi 

and its impact on Indonesian society. They raise important questions about the role of literature in 

education, the impact of tourism on local communities, and the importance of social harmony and 

mutual respect. 

 Martono (2010) article provides a sociological analysis of the Indonesian education system, 

critiquing its practices through the lens of the film "Laskar Pelangi" (Rainbow Troops). The paper 

explores the conflicting functions of education, emphasizing both its role in transmitting values 

across generations (functional perspective) and its contribution to social inequality (conflict 

perspective). The analysis delves into various criticisms, such as the formalization of education, the 

exclusivity of school functions, inequality in access, and the dichotomy of favourite schools. 

Martono (2010) concludes that these dynamics contribute to social inequality in national education. 

 Muthmainnah (2016) research focuses on the motivations for learning presented in the 

novel "Laskar Pelangi." Using descriptive research methods, the paper addresses literary elements, 
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motivations in learning, the author's reasons for incorporating these motivations, and the 

implications for readers. The study identifies figurative language usage, with the main character 

being Ikal. Learning motivations in the novel include enriching knowledge, pursuing dreams, and 

winning competitions. The author, Andrea Hirata, is revealed to have used learning motivation to 

break stereotypes and motivate learners. The implications for readers include motivation to study 

abroad and admiration for life, as inspired by "Laskar Pelangi." 

 Akun's (2011) study explores postcolonial themes in Andrea Hirata's "Laskar Pelangi," 

highlighting hybridity as a characteristic that categorizes the novel as postcolonial despite the 

absence of Western colonialism traces. The paper argues that the novel serves as a counter-

discourse, criticizing the domination of certain groups over marginalized individuals in the context 

of Indonesian national issues. Education is portrayed as a global problem within local culture and 

mysticism, reflecting an ironic perspective. 

 Budiati et al., (2023) paper explores politeness in "Laskar Pelangi" the movie, focusing on 

sentential implicature and cooperative politeness. The analysis considers maxims such as tact, 

approbation, generosity, modesty, agreement, and sympathy. The study identifies cultural 

background elements in Indonesian politeness, such as addressing individuals by name or title based 

on power and relationship. Politeness is depicted through indirect mention and the avoidance of 

dispraise, showcasing how these cultural aspects influence communication in the film. 

 Kuncara's (2017) paper evaluates the translation of cultural terms in the English version of 

Hirata's "Laskar Pelangi," examining its impact on translation quality. The research categorizes 

cultural terms into ecological, material, social, organizational, custom, idea, motion, and habit. The 

findings suggest that the translation of cultural terms reduces the acceptability and readability of the 

translated work. The study sheds light on the challenges and implications of translating cultural 

elements, emphasizing the importance of maintaining the integrity of cultural nuances in the 

translation process. 

 Kish-Gephart et al., (2023) study social class and work  This paper addresses the recent 

surge in interest in the topic of social class within organizations. The authors identify a lack of in-

depth understanding due to the fragmentation of research across disciplines. The study reviews over 

400 articles, providing a comprehensive framework for organizing social class research. It 

emphasizes the institutionalization of social class distinctions in organizations and calls for future 

research to bridge disciplinary gaps. 

 On the other hand, Côté (2011) studies how social class shapes thoughts and actions in 

organizations. This chapter explores into the influential role of social class in shaping individuals' 

thoughts and actions within organizational contexts. It defines social class as rooted in objective 

material resources and explores its impact on social relationships, morality, and decision-making. 

The author discusses the risks and benefits of investigating social class in organizations and 

underscores the potential consequences of overlooking this factor. 

 The psychology of social class was done by  Manstead (2018). The author argues that 

material conditions significantly influence personal and social identities, shaping thoughts and 

feelings about the social environment. The article highlights differences between lower/working-

class and middle-class individuals in self-concept, explanatory styles, empathy, and behaviour. It 

challenges stereotypes and emphasizes the need for redistributive policies to address social class-

related challenges. 

 Power, Group Dominance, and Societal Change will fall when inequality fails (Pratto et 

al., 2013). This study revisits social dominance theory, exploring aspects that allow for societal 

alternatives and change. The authors expand the traditional three-level dynamic system to four 

levels, identifying political tensions as unstable power structures. The paper suggests that social 

dominance theory has limitations in explaining societal change and considers alternative forms of 

social organization. 

 The psychological study of class consciousness, focusing on class consciousness, this study 

introduces a psychological model comprising five elements (Keefer et al., 2015). It assesses 

awareness of social class, perceptions of class conflict, beliefs about class permeability, 

identification with a class group, and personal experiences of being treated based on class. The study 

explores differences across demographic and political variables, contributing to the understanding 

of class consciousness. 
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 The rise of income and the demise of class and social status (Barone et al., 2022) examines 

trends in measuring socio-economic position in stratification research. It finds that income measures 

dominate and are increasing in prevalence over class and social status measures. The study discusses 

the implications of these trends for sociology, signalling potential shifts in the focus of social 

stratification research. 

 Wyatt-Nichol et al., (2011) study Social class and socioeconomic status. It focused on 

public administration, this article explores the relevance of social class and socioeconomic status to 

social equity. It emphasizes the impact of increasing income inequality on economic segregation 

and public service delivery. The study advocates for scholars to promote social equity through 

representation, research, and pedagogy. 

 The study examines changes in how people define social class over four decades and 

between ethnic groups (Cohen et al., 2017). The findings indicate shifts in the importance of income 

and occupational prestige. The article discusses the implications of these changes and highlights 

differences in subjective status perceptions among various racial and ethnic groups. 

 The study of associations of social class and social stratification with patterns of general 

and mental health in a Spanish population uses Erik Olin Wright's indicators of social class position 

to examine their association with self-reported general and mental health (Muntaner et al., 2003). 

The findings suggest that social class taps into aspects of social variation not captured by 

conventional measures of social stratification and education. The study emphasizes the health 

consequences of power relations within the labour process. 

 These studies above collectively provide a rich understanding of social class from various 

perspectives, including organizational dynamics, psychological effects, societal change, class 

consciousness, and health implications. They contribute to the ongoing discourse on social class, 

offering insights into its multifaceted nature and relevance across different domains of social life. 

 The focal point of this study revolves around uncovering the intricate nuances of social 

class representations within "Laskar Pelangi." The novel subtly hints at the impact of socioeconomic 

factors on the characters' lives, leaving room for deeper exploration. The research problems, 

therefore, centre on identifying the various social classes portrayed in the narrative, understanding 

their formation, and elucidating the implications of these class distinctions on character dynamics 

and societal structures within the novel. 

 The primary purpose of this study is to provide a nuanced analysis of the social class 

dynamics embedded in "Laskar Pelangi." By undertaking a detailed examination of the novel, the 

research aims to contribute to the broader understanding of Indonesian society as depicted in 

literature. Additionally, this study seeks to enrich the existing body of knowledge on "Laskar 

Pelangi" by offering fresh insights into the subtle yet impactful exploration of social class within the 

narrative, thereby adding a layer of depth to the scholarly discourse surrounding this literary 

masterpiece. 

 This study is propelled by the conviction that a nuanced analysis of social class dynamics 

in "Laskar Pelangi" contributes not only to the scholarly discourse surrounding Indonesian literature 

but also to a broader understanding of the societal undercurrents shaping the nation. By peeling back 

the layers of the novel, this research aims to provide fresh insights into the intricate dance between 

social classes, adding depth to our comprehension of the characters' journeys and the larger societal 

narrative encapsulated within this literary masterpiece. 

 

2. METHOD 

Data Collection: 

The primary method involves an in-depth textual analysis of "Laskar Pelangi." Key passages, 

dialogues, and narrative elements that contribute to the depiction of social class dynamics will be 

identified and closely examined. A systematic examination of each major character will be 

conducted, focusing on their socioeconomic background, aspirations, and interactions with others. 

This will provide insights into the nuanced representation of social classes within the character fabric 

of the novel. 

Documentary Analysis: Secondary sources, including critical reviews, articles, and scholarly 

discussions on "Laskar Pelangi," will be reviewed to contextualize the novel within the broader 

literary and sociocultural landscape. 



Journal of Education, Social, and Communication Studies, Volume 1, Number 1, Jan 2024, p. 35-45 

e-ISSN xxxx-xxxx  

https://ojs.ptmjb.com/index.php/JESCS 

 39 

 

Framework of Data Analysis: 

Identification of Social Classes: The initial phase involves categorizing and identifying the various 

social classes depicted in the novel. This will be based on factors such as economic status, 

educational background, and cultural influences. 

 

Mapping Interactions: A thorough analysis of character interactions will be conducted to discern 

how social classes intersect and influence relationships within the narrative. This step aims to 

unravel the social fabric that binds or separates characters based on their socioeconomic standing. 

 

Thematic Coding: The identified passages and character profiles will be subjected to thematic 

coding. Themes related to social class, such as access to education, economic disparities, and 

cultural markers, will be systematically coded for a deeper understanding of their role in the 

narrative. 

1. Comparative Analysis: A comparative analysis will be employed to discern patterns and 

variations in the portrayal of social classes across different sections of the novel. This 

step aims to unveil the evolution of characters and their social standing throughout the 

narrative. 

2. Synthesis of Findings: The final phase involves synthesizing the findings into a coherent 

narrative that illuminates the multifaceted nature of social class dynamics within "Laskar 

Pelangi." This synthesis will contribute to the broader discourse on literature and social 

class while offering a nuanced perspective on Indonesian societal structures as depicted in 

the novel. 

 

3. Results and Discussion 

 

"Laskar Pelangi" provides a compelling narrative that delves into the complex dynamics of social 

classes within the Indonesian society, with a particular focus on the economic disparities between 

the local community and the prominent corporation PT Timah. This analysis aims to explore the 

economic dimensions of social class representation in the film, shedding light on the contrasting 

financial realities experienced by different segments of the population. 

3.1 Local Economy vs. Corporate Influence 

The novel portrays the economic landscape of the local community, emphasizing the challenges 

faced by individuals living in a small, economically disadvantaged village. Limited access to 

resources, education, and employment opportunities is evident, highlighting the economic struggles 

of the lower social classes. In stark contrast, the presence of PT Timah, a significant corporation, 

introduces a powerful entity with substantial economic influence. 

 The depiction of the local economy versus corporate influence in "Laskar Pelangi" serves 

as a poignant exploration of the socio-economic disparities prevalent in the narrative. The novel 

strategically places the small, economically disadvantaged village at the forefront, deliberately 

showcasing the palpable challenges faced by its inhabitants. The deliberate emphasis on limited 

access to essential resources, education, and employment opportunities serves as a narrative device 

to underscore the harsh economic realities of the lower social classes. 

 The stark contrast between the local community's economic struggles and the formidable 

presence of PT Timah raises critical questions about the nature of corporate influence in 

economically marginalized areas. PT Timah, as portrayed in the narrative, emerges as a powerful 

entity with substantial economic clout, capable of shaping the fate of the community it operates 

within. This dichotomy serves as a lens through which the narrative critiques the uneven distribution 

of economic power and resources. 

 Moreover, the representation of PT Timah as a significant corporation introduces a layer 

of complexity to the analysis. While the corporation is a source of economic development, it also 

becomes a symbol of potential exploitation. The narrative suggests that the benefits of 

industrialization and economic progress associated with PT Timah are not equitably distributed 

among the local population. This raises important questions about the ethical considerations of 
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corporate presence in economically vulnerable regions and prompts a critical examination of the 

broader socio-economic implications. 

 Additionally, the juxtaposition of the local economy and corporate influence underscores 

the theme of economic mobility or the lack thereof. The novel implicitly questions whether the 

presence of a large corporation translates into tangible improvements in the lives of the local 

community or if it perpetuates existing disparities. This raises awareness about the nuances of 

economic development and prompts readers to reflect on the broader socio-political structures that 

influence the distribution of economic opportunities. 

 In essence, the portrayal of the local economy versus corporate influence in "Laskar 

Pelangi" is not merely a descriptive account but a nuanced critique of socio-economic imbalances. 

It prompts readers to engage in a critical examination of the power dynamics inherent in corporate 

presence, the ethical considerations of economic development, and the potential consequences of 

unchecked corporate influence on local communities. This thematic exploration adds depth to the 

narrative, inviting readers to interrogate the broader socio-economic issues embedded within the 

fabric of the story. 

3.2 Economic Disparities and Educational Opportunities 

One of the key themes in "Laskar Pelangi" is the impact of economic disparities on educational 

opportunities. The film underscores how the local community's financial limitations hinder access 

to quality education, perpetuating a cycle of limited social mobility. On the other hand, PT Timah's 

employees and their families are portrayed as having better access to education, showcasing the 

divide in educational opportunities based on social class. 

 The exploration of economic disparities and educational opportunities in "Laskar Pelangi" 

provides a critical lens through which the narrative dissects the intricate relationship between socio-

economic status and access to quality education. The stark contrast between the Muhammadiyah 

school catering to the local, economically disadvantaged population and the school associated with 

the corporate giant PT Timah tailored for its staff and elite families unveils a deep-rooted societal 

issue. 

 The portrayal of the Muhammadiyah school as primarily attracting local people facing 

severe economic challenges is not just a narrative choice but a deliberate commentary on the 

systemic inequalities ingrained in the educational system. By doing so, the narrative shines a light 

on the harsh reality that, in many instances, schools in economically marginalized areas often 

become the last resort for those with limited means. The school's capacity to serve as an equalizer 

and catalyst for social mobility is hampered by the economic circumstances of its attendees, 

perpetuating a cycle of limited educational opportunities. 

 In stark contrast, the exclusive development of a school for PT Timah's employees and the 

elite within the corporation's family signifies a tangible manifestation of privilege and access. This 

portrayal serves as a potent critique of how economic power translates into educational advantages. 

The film suggests that not only do the children of PT Timah's employees benefit from the 

corporation's economic prosperity, but they are also afforded educational opportunities that are 

qualitatively superior. This stark divide accentuates the unequal distribution of educational resources 

and opportunities, emphasizing how social class dictates the quality of education one receives. 

 Furthermore, the film prompts a critical reflection on the role of education in perpetuating 

or mitigating socio-economic disparities. By presenting contrasting educational institutions, the 

narrative invites the audience to question whether the existing educational framework reinforces 

existing social hierarchies or acts as a force for social change. The choice of educational settings 

becomes a powerful symbol of the systemic challenges faced by individuals from economically 

disadvantaged backgrounds and raises broader societal questions about the role of education in 

fostering equality. 

 In essence, the thematic exploration of economic disparities and educational opportunities 

in "Laskar Pelangi" serves as a poignant critique of the unequal distribution of educational resources 

based on socio-economic status. By juxtaposing the contrasting educational environments, the 

narrative encourages a critical examination of the societal structures that perpetuate or challenge 

economic inequalities, making it a compelling commentary on the transformative potential of 

education in the face of systemic challenges. 
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 The stark disparity in attire between the children attending SD Muhammadiyah, depicted 

without uniforms and often barefoot, and the children of PT Timah's staff and elite sporting 

luxurious uniforms and readily accessible footwear is a powerful visual metaphor encapsulating the 

systemic educational inequalities prevalent in the society depicted in "Laskar Pelangi." This visual 

distinction serves as a compelling narrative device to convey deeper socio-economic messages. 

 Uniforms, traditionally a symbol of equality and unity within an educational institution, 

take on a contrasting meaning in the context of "Laskar Pelangi." The absence of uniforms for the 

children attending SD Muhammadiyah underscores the economic challenges faced by the local 

community. It symbolizes not only a lack of resources but also a missed opportunity for a sense of 

collective identity and equality within the educational setting. The stark difference in attire 

reinforces the notion that economic disparities extend beyond mere material wealth and seep into 

the very fabric of daily life, including the educational environment. 

 The visual depiction of local children attending school barefoot or without proper shoes is 

a poignant metaphor for their economic struggles. It goes beyond the immediate issue of footwear 

and becomes emblematic of the broader socio-economic challenges faced by the local community. 

In contrast, the children associated with PT Timah, adorned in reachable and luxurious shoes, not 

only showcase the economic privilege but also highlight the inherent disparity in opportunities that 

extends to even the most basic necessities. 

 The stark visual contrast prompts a critical analysis of the unequal distribution of resources 

in the educational context. The film suggests that access to basic necessities, such as uniforms and 

shoes, is not just a matter of personal choice but a reflection of the systemic barriers faced by 

economically disadvantaged families. It invites the audience to question the role of education in 

either perpetuating or alleviating these disparities and underscores the idea that quality education 

should be accessible to all, irrespective of socio-economic background. 

 The stark contrast in attire potentially affects the psychological and emotional well-being 

of students. The lack of uniforms and footwear for the local children may contribute to feelings of 

exclusion and reinforce societal divisions within the educational setting. This, in turn, can impact 

the overall educational experience and potentially perpetuate a sense of inferiority among the 

economically disadvantaged students. 

 The visual representation of educational disparities in attire extends beyond the confines of 

the film's narrative, acting as a commentary on broader societal issues. It prompts viewers to reflect 

on the entrenched nature of economic inequalities and their pervasive impact on the most vulnerable 

members of society, particularly in the realm of education. 

 The stark contrast in attire between the students of SD Muhammadiyah and those 

associated with PT Timah serves as a potent visual commentary on the systemic educational 

inequalities prevalent in "Laskar Pelangi." The absence of uniforms and proper footwear becomes a 

symbolic representation of the economic struggles faced by the local community, prompting critical 

reflection on the role of education in perpetuating or challenging socio-economic disparities. 

3.3 Employment and Livelihood 

The novel illustrates the local community's reliance on traditional livelihoods, often characterized 

by subsistence farming and fishing. The economic struggles faced by these individuals highlight the 

absence of diversified opportunities in the village. In contrast, PT Timah symbolizes 

industrialization and modern employment, offering a different economic path for those fortunate 

enough to be associated with the corporation. This dichotomy contributes to the widening economic 

gap between social classes. 

 The portrayal of employment and livelihood in "Laskar Pelangi" provides a nuanced 

exploration of the socio-economic landscape, shedding light on the contrast between traditional, 

subsistence-based livelihoods in the local community and the industrialized, modern employment 

represented by PT Timah. This dichotomy serves as a focal point for a critical analysis of the 

economic disparities and the impact on social classes within the narrative. 

 The novel emphasizes the local community's reliance on traditional livelihoods, such as 

subsistence farming and fishing. This choice of occupations not only reflects the cultural and 

historical context of the community but also highlights the economic struggles faced by individuals 

engaged in these traditional practices. The limited opportunities for diversification in livelihoods 
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underscore the challenges of economic mobility within the village, reinforcing the cyclic nature of 

poverty and the absence of alternative paths for socio-economic advancement. 

 In contrast to the traditional livelihoods in the local community, PT Timah symbolizes 

industrialization and modern employment. The corporation becomes a representation of economic 

progress and a departure from the limitations of subsistence-based livelihoods. The availability of 

modern employment opportunities with PT Timah presents an alternative economic path for those 

fortunate enough to be associated with the corporation. This dichotomy between traditional and 

modern employment becomes a narrative device to explore the transformative potential of 

industrialization in uplifting individuals from economic hardship. 

 The depiction of these contrasting economic paths significantly contributes to the widening 

economic gap between social classes in the narrative. The local community's reliance on traditional 

livelihoods, while reflective of cultural heritage, becomes a source of economic constraint. On the 

other hand, PT Timah's role as a symbol of industrialization and modern employment not only 

highlights the economic privileges associated with corporate affiliation but also accentuates the 

disparities in opportunities between those inside and outside the corporate sphere. 

 The narrative invites critical reflection on the theme of economic mobility. While PT 

Timah offers an avenue for improved economic prospects, it also introduces the element of 

exclusivity, limiting the benefits to those directly associated with the corporation. This raises 

questions about the broader societal structures that either facilitate or hinder economic mobility, and 

whether industrialization, in this context, acts as a catalyst for overall community development or 

contributes to the concentration of wealth among a select few. 

 The exploration of employment and livelihood choices becomes a vehicle for the novel's 

socio-economic commentary. It prompts readers to consider the broader implications of economic 

structures on community dynamics, individual opportunities, and the perpetuation of social 

inequalities. By juxtaposing traditional and modern employment, the narrative encourages critical 

engagement with the complexities of economic development and its impact on social class 

dynamics. 

 The analysis of employment and livelihood in "Laskar Pelangi" offers a critical lens 

through which to examine the intricate interplay between traditional and modern economic paths. 

This exploration contributes to a nuanced understanding of the widening economic gap between 

social classes, raising essential questions about economic mobility, the transformative potential of 

industrialization, and the broader societal consequences of these economic dynamics. 

3.4 Corporate Exploitation and Social Inequality 

PT Timah's role in the novel also serves as a representation of corporate exploitation and its 

contribution to social inequality. The corporation, while bringing economic development, is 

portrayed as being more concerned with its own interests than the well-being of the local 

community. The film subtly critiques the potential negative consequences of unchecked corporate 

influence on the economic fabric of society. 

 "Laskar Pelangi" provides a nuanced exploration of social class dynamics from an 

economic perspective, juxtaposing the struggles of the local community with the economic influence 

of PT Timah. The novel effectively highlights how economic disparities impact access to education, 

employment opportunities, and overall livelihoods, contributing to a thought-provoking 

commentary on social class and its economic dimensions in Indonesian society. 

 The depiction of PT Timah's role as a representation of corporate exploitation in "Laskar 

Pelangi" adds a layer of complexity to the narrative, offering a critical commentary on the potential 

negative consequences of unchecked corporate influence and its contribution to social inequality. 

The analysis below delves into the nuanced exploration of social class dynamics, the impact of 

economic disparities, and the portrayal of PT Timah within the broader socio-economic fabric of 

Indonesian society. 

  PT Timah's portrayal as a symbol of corporate exploitation is a central theme in the novel. 

The corporation, despite bringing economic development, is presented as prioritizing its own 

interests over the well-being of the local community. This narrative choice exposes the potential for 

corporate entities to exploit local resources and labour, contributing to a sense of powerlessness and 

marginalization among the local population. The novel implicitly critiques corporate practices that 



Journal of Education, Social, and Communication Studies, Volume 1, Number 1, Jan 2024, p. 35-45 

e-ISSN xxxx-xxxx  

https://ojs.ptmjb.com/index.php/JESCS 

 43 

prioritize profit margins at the expense of the social and economic welfare of the communities they 

operate in. 

  The depiction of PT Timah contributes to the broader theme of social inequality within the 

narrative. While the corporation brings economic development, the benefits are disproportionately 

distributed, leading to a widening gap between the privileged and the economically disadvantaged. 

The contrasting experiences of the local community and PT Timah's affiliates underscore how 

corporate influence can exacerbate existing social inequalities, amplifying the disparity in access to 

resources, opportunities, and a dignified livelihood. 

  The novel subtly critiques the potential negative consequences of unchecked corporate 

influence on the economic fabric of society. By highlighting PT Timah's focus on its own interests, 

the narrative raises questions about the lack of regulatory mechanisms and ethical considerations in 

corporate practices. This serves as a cautionary tale, urging readers to contemplate the potential 

repercussions of allowing corporations unchecked power and influence, particularly in economically 

vulnerable regions. 

  The novel's nuanced exploration of social class dynamics adds depth to the analysis. By 

juxtaposing the struggles of the local community with the economic influence of PT Timah, the 

narrative offers a comprehensive examination of how social class is shaped and perpetuated by 

economic factors. It highlights the intricate interplay between corporate power, societal structures, 

and individual experiences, encouraging readers to critically engage with the complexities of social 

class dynamics. 

 The critical analysis extends to the impact of economic disparities on education, 

employment opportunities, and overall livelihoods. The narrative suggests that PT Timah's influence 

not only widens the economic gap but also affects access to education and quality employment. This 

holistic approach to examining the consequences of corporate exploitation enriches the socio-

economic commentary, emphasizing the interconnectedness of various aspects of individuals' lives 

within the societal framework. 

 The novel effectively becomes a platform for a thought-provoking commentary on social 

class and its economic dimensions in Indonesian society. By weaving together the narrative threads 

of corporate exploitation, social inequality, and the impact on education and livelihoods, "Laskar 

Pelangi" invites readers to reflect on the broader implications of economic structures, urging a 

critical examination of societal norms and values. 

In summary, the portrayal of PT Timah in "Laskar Pelangi" serves as a catalyst for a profound 

exploration of corporate exploitation, social inequality, and their consequences on various facets of 

individual lives. The novel not only critiques unchecked corporate influence but also prompts a 

broader socio-economic reflection on the nature of power, privilege, and the potential for positive 

change within the context of Indonesian society. 

 

4. Conclusion 

The comprehensive study of "Laskar Pelangi" offers a multifaceted exploration of social class 

dynamics, economic disparities, and their intricate intersections within Indonesian society. Through 

the lens of various thematic analyses, the narrative's depth and complexity have been unveiled, 

revealing a rich tapestry of socio-economic commentary. The critical examination of key aspects, 

such as education, employment, corporate influence, and traditional livelihoods, has provided 

valuable insights into the complexities of social class dynamics portrayed in the novel. 

 The study highlights how economic disparities impact access to education, a fundamental 

determinant of social mobility. The contrast between the educational experiences of local 

communities and those associated with PT Timah exposes the systemic challenges in ensuring 

equitable access to quality education. The absence of uniforms, bare feet, and limited resources 

underscore the harsh reality of the economic constraints faced by the socially disadvantaged. 

  The exploration of employment and livelihoods accentuates the challenges faced by the 

local community engaged in traditional, subsistence-based occupations. The juxtaposition with PT 

Timah's industrialized and modern employment opportunities raises critical questions about 

economic mobility, the transformative potential of industrialization, and the concentration of wealth 

among a select few. Traditional livelihoods are presented not merely as cultural practices but as 

reflections of systemic limitations. 
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  The study critically engages with the portrayal of PT Timah as a representation of 

corporate exploitation and its contribution to social inequality. The narrative warns against 

unchecked corporate influence, emphasizing the potential negative consequences on the economic 

fabric of society. This thematic exploration underscores the need for ethical considerations, 

regulatory mechanisms, and a balance between economic development and community welfare. 

  The overarching socio-economic commentary woven throughout the study prompts a 

reflection on the broader implications of economic structures on community dynamics and 

individual opportunities. The nuanced analysis of PT Timah's role as a corporate entity contributing 

to social inequality serves as a compelling case study, encouraging readers to critically examine 

societal norms, values, and the impact of unchecked corporate power on vulnerable communities. 

  In conclusion, "Laskar Pelangi" emerges as a thought-provoking narrative that invites 

readers to reflect on the intricacies of social class dynamics in Indonesian society. The study 

illuminates how economic factors permeate various aspects of individuals' lives, shaping educational 

experiences, employment opportunities, and overall livelihoods. The critical analyses conducted 

underscore the narrative's capacity to serve as a mirror reflecting societal complexities, urging a 

deeper understanding of the interconnectedness between economic structures and social class 

dynamics. 

 Essentially, "Laskar Pelangi" transcends its fictional narrative, becoming a lens through 

which readers can engage with and critique societal norms and economic structures. The study has 

delved into the layers of meaning embedded in the novel, offering a critical examination of the socio-

economic landscape it portrays. As readers navigate the intricate web of social class dynamics, they 

are prompted not only to understand the disparities presented but also to envision pathways toward 

a more equitable and just society. 
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